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This book provides the survey which was missing for a long time. First one of the central questions in this
field, namely when the join of two subnormal subgroups is again subnormal, is viewed from the beginning
with Wielandt’s result in finite groups to the final criterion using the tensor product of the commutator
quotients (Williams). Along this way of developing the results with guidance by history, other structural
concepts and facts come in naturally. The important role played by permutability among subnormal
subgroups is exhibited as the fact that a term of the derived series of < H, K > is contained in the set
of products HK whenever H and K are subnormal (where < H, K > is or is not subnormal). Subnormal
coalition classes are introduced and compared with normal coalition classes.
The chapter on groups with many subnormal subgroups takes up a different point of view. The nilpo-
tency of groups all of whose subgroups are subnormal of bounded defect (Roseblade) is shown and the
counterexamples in the unrestricted case given: hypercentral groups (H. Smith) and groups with trivial
centre satisfying the normalizer condition (Mohamed and rev.). The groups (i) with all subgroups almost
subnormal, (ii) with all subnormal subgroups of bounded defect, (iii) with the subnormal intersection
property, are described.
The last chapter deals with criteria for subnormality. Permutability with all subgroups is one such suf-
ficient condition in finite groups (Ore), and this was a starting point to many further results. Another
surprising connection with permutability is this: If U is subnormal in the finite groups H and K and
HK = KH, then U is subnormal in HK (Wielandt; R. Maier for HK soluble).
The reader is helped by a clear exposition of the wealth of material, by a result hierarchy (which result
is generalized or superseded by which other result mentioned) and by a long bibliography. He may be
tempted to go on discovering and thus completing the picture, progressing on the solid basis of this book.
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